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MANDATE AND ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENT

• Called for by Carpathian Convention Conference of the Parties at its 6th meeting (COP6, 2020) 

• Included in the Implementation Framework 2030 accompanying the Long-term Vision towards 
combating climate change in the Carpathians

• The 8th meeting of the Carpathian Convention Working Group on Climate Change (6 May 2021), called 
for initiating the assessment at the Forum Carpaticum 2021  

• Special Session and Workshop on Forest ecosystem vulnerabilities to climate change in the Carpathians 
held at Forum Carpaticum 2021

• Informal subgroup of the Working Group on Climate Change and the Working Group on Sustainable 
Forest Management.  Experts nominated by the Focal Points of the Carpathian Convention. 

• Survey of the Experts, supported by a review of previous assessments, interviews with leading research 
groups, and a literature review
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http://www.carpathianconvention.org/cop6/cop6.html
http://www.carpathianconvention.org/tl_files/carpathiancon/Downloads/03%20Meetings%20and%20Events/COP/2020_COP6_Online/official%20documents/CC%20COP6%20DOC11_Implementation_Framework_2030_WG%20CC_FINAL%20DRAFT.pdf
http://www.carpathianconvention.org/tl_files/carpathiancon/Downloads/03%20Meetings%20and%20Events/COP/2020_COP6_Online/official%20documents/CC%20COP6%20DOC11_Implementation_Framework_2030_WG%20CC_FINAL%20DRAFT.pdf


ASSESSMENT - TOPICS

Key topics, impacts, and adaptation options derived by the survey and presented in the 
assessment include the following:

• Forest growth and productivity 

• Biomass and Carbon Stocks

• Tree mortality 

• Changes in species range, habitat shifts and abundance

• Invasion by non-native species

• Forest ecosystem services

• Forest – water interactions, including hydrologic regulation and riparian dynamics
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FINDINGS – Key Risks Identified by Focal Point Experts

Top Ranked Concern: Altered disturbance regimes 

Second Ranked Concern: Drought risks to forest resources and services 

Tertiary Concerns:  Altered hydrologic regimes, flood risks, invasive species, 
   and the need for restoration

    Declines in forest growth and productivity

    Altered species composition and distribution

    Feedback mechanisms and effects on ecosystem services 
   including carbon storage

    Climate interactions with land-use pressures
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ADAPTATION APPROACHES
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• Synthesis of adaptation response options clustered into Factsheets for priority topics identified

EXAMPLE: INVASION BY NON-NATIVE SPECIESEXAMPLE: TREE MORTALITY
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Please stop by the 
booth for more 
information.

Thank you!

UNEP Vienna Programme Office 
Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention  

www.carpathianconvention.org
https://www.unep.org/
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